Pocket Water Purifier 


A relatively inexpensive, battery-pow- 
ered electronic water purifier is being 
marketed by Abtronics, Inc., Box 712, 
Livermore, California. The cigarette- 
pack sized device converts a pinch of 
table salt and a tablespoon of water into 
a concentrated solution of free chlorine 
and other bacteria-destroying agents. 
Each charge is sufficient to rid a gallon 
of water of microbes that cause illness. 
The treatment is similar to the way city 
water supplies are purified and it im- 
parts no taste or smell to the water. 


Ten Dirtiest Rivers 


The Federal Water Pollution Control 
Administration says the ten dirtiest rivers 
in the country are the Ohio, the Houston 
Ship Canal, the Cuyahoga, the River 
Rouge near Detroit, the Buffalo, the Pas- 
saic in New Jersey, the Arthur Kill be- 
tween Staten Island and New Jersey, the 
Merrimack (in New Hampshire and 
Massachusetts), the Androscoggin in 
Maine and the Escambia in Alabama 
and Florida. The Ohio continues to claim 
top honors as the dirtiest river despite 
expenditures of nearly $1 billion since 
1950 to clean it up. Main reason: the 
38,000 industrial plants in the Ohio’s 
10-state drainage area. 


Goose Quill Pens 


The only American who carves goose 
quill pens by hand is craftsman-sales- 
man-lobbyist Lewis Glaser, whose 15 
years of pen-making have linked his 
name to Thomas Jefferson’s and Shake- 
speare’s. With just 15 deft strokes and 
30 seconds of work he produces a pen 
fine enough to sign the Declaration of 
Independence. Naturally he disdains 
mass productions and imitation quill 
pens (a quill behind a ball point). Over 
1,000 of his pens go to the Supreme 
Court each year, and many to the White 
House, Mount Vernon, and colonial mu- 
seums and schools throughout the United 
States and Europe. With a production 
rate of 50,000 pens a year and a goose- 
yield of only six usable feathers from one 
perfectly feathered Emden goose — the 
kind he prefers — Mr. Glaser is in trou- 
ble. He imports feathers from Europe, 
but tariffs are high and supplies are not 
adequate; here in the U.S., Emden geese 
are raised primarily in the Dakotas and 
Wisconsin, and in these states many wild 
geese and domestics are also of sufficient- 
ly high quality to be used by Mr. Glaser. 
He would like to hear from readers who 
know of any possible suppliers of goose 
feathers. His address: Charlottesville, 
Virginia 22902. 


Is Your Yard Big Enough? 


Your best ally in the fight for clean air 
may be your back yard. Scotts, the grass 
people, have recently been publicizing 
the great oxygen generating capacity of 
grass. It seems that actively growing 
grass on a 50- by 50-foot plot manufac- 
tures enough oxygen to meet the needs 


of a family of four, day by day. 


Switching From Phosphates 


If you are switching from high-phos- 
phate detergents and scourers to soaps 
and baking soda, a laundry tip will save 
your clothes from detergent-residue yel- 
lowing. Run laundry through a regular 
wash cycle, adding nothing but one- 
quarter cup phosphate-free washing 
soda. Repeat until water is sudsless. 
Then follow this procedure for all laun- 
dering: put clothes in first, then wa- 
ter, then one-quarter cup washing soda. 
When dissolved, add soap product. Since 
you may have to adjust to water hard- 
ness, try to maintain a 2-inch head of 
suds throughout cycle. 


Fight Oil With Oil 


The St. Petersburg, Florida, Audubon 
Society tells how to clean oil off a bird 
suffering from oil slickness. They learned 
the hard way — helping clean up thou- 
sands of stranded waterfowl — and have 
compiled a pamphlet to help prevent 
common errors. Their advice: don’t use 
detergents. They remove the birds’ nat- 
ural oils, leaving them unable to float 
and open to pneumonia. Castor oil works, 
but then that must be cleaned off; fur- 
thermore, if consumed by the birds, it 
can be fatal. Mineral oils or baby oils 
are the most successful. 


Louisiana Loses Face 


Thirty years from now Louisiana may be 
smaller by 495 square miles of coastline. 
According to Dr. Sherwood M. Gagliano 
of Louisiana State University, three fac- 
tors — wave action, silt-robbery by river 
levees, and land sinkage (.36 feet a cen- 
tury) — contribute to the 16.5-square- 
mile yearly loss of coastline in his state. 
Only immediate corrective action can 
slow down the process, he said. 


Arctic’s Face Firm 


Though Louisiana is shrinking, the North 
Pole is standing firm. University of Wis- 
consin scientists report that Arctic pack 
ice has not melted in the last 1.5 million 
years — and no cyclic pattern is evident 
for the past 4 million years. If you're 
waiting impatiently for the new ice age, 
you may have to cool your heels longer 
than you expected. 


Ski Touring 

Convertible Bird Feeder 
Pied Piper of Texas 

Wild Flower Garden 
Photomicrography 

Down the Mighty Miss 
Don’t Knock Park Camping 
Greatest Game on Earth 


Prescott Kids Go Wild 
Scuba Diving 
On the Trail of Bigfoot 


Kingfisher Repays Her Debt 
Mighty Mouse Hunters 

Is the Bald Eagle Doomed? 
Hawk Mountain 

Wild Turkey Comeback 
Honker 

California Quail 


Am I a Faithful Steward? 
New Conservation Poll 
Cedars of Lebanon 

Trees for the Arch 
Crackdown on Polluters 
Conservation Summit 
Down My Dirty River 
Fishing from Outer Space 
Saving Little Wild Places 
Columbia River Salmon 
Man Is Endangered Species 
Teaching Conservation 
Time Bomb at White Clouds 
Mining Law of 1872 

Next River to Die 
Do-or-Die Decade 

Space Age Cities 

Cesspool of the Sea 
Fabrics from the Forest 
After Earth Day 

Open Letter to Nixon 
Standing on Edge of Earth 
1970 National EQ Index 


They Bag Live Polar Bears 
Mighty Meek 

Prairie Jester 

Genius of the Woods 
Whale Horses of the North 
Old Chiseltooth 

Mighty Cougar 


Sleeping Volcanoes 
Mini-World of Lichens 
Secret to Fish Behavior 
Life in the Underground 


NW Visits Arthur Singer 
NW Visits Guy Coheleach 


Winter in Yosemite 
Walk Above the Woods 
Land Between the Lakes 
Autumn in New England 


Flowers of Christmas 
Flowers of Rainier 
It’s a Boojum 
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